INDIGENOUS COMMENTARY
OYB RIDE: 12/3/21
ROUTE: Gardiners Creek through Blackburn, Box Hill, Burwood, Ashwood and Ashburton
  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
· Today's ride along Gardiners Creek through the Cities of Whitehorse, Monash and Boroondara crosses the lands of the Wurundjeri-Balluk Tribe of the Woi Wurrong language group, one of 5 Nations that form the Kulin alliance of nations.
· The Wurundjeri-Balluk name for what we call Gardiners Creek is Kooyongkoot which means 'haunt of the waterfowl'.
 
INTRODUCTION
· A lot of the information below about Kooyongkoot was previously provided for the OYB Ride 20/11/20 Consequently at today’s wayside stop (Gardiner’s Creek Reserve) only a summary of the key points were provided to riders. This provided a timely opportunity to look more broadly at the impact of colonisation on Aboriginal Victorians.
· Timely because on Tuesday this week the Victorian Government announced a Truth Commission to examine the impact of colonisation as an important first step in their commitment to a Treaty process. 
· For the riders not present I have included a summary of the additional information as an attachment to the regular ride notes in case you who are interested as to why this is an appropriate and overdue action for the Victorian Government.
 
KOOYONGKOOK
Pre-European Settlement
· The Wurundjeri-Balluk (now known as the Wurundjeri) have been the traditional custodians of the land that includes Kooyongkoot (Gardiner’s Creek) for 40,000 years.
· The Wurundjeri are a deeply spiritual people and honour the creator spirit, Bunjil the Eaglehawk who carved out the land and waterways including Kooyongkoot.
· The Wurundjeri maintained traditional camping places along Kooyongkoot where they sourced food including plants, fish, mussels, eels and waterfowl. 
· A section of Kooyongkoot forms the boundary with their Boon Wurrung neighbours and inter-marriages between the two nations were common.
· Most of the country south of Birrarung (Yarra River) was wetlands however there were large tracks of land along the either side of Kooyongkoot that remained dry for most of the year offering excellent kangaroo hunting grounds for the Wurundjeri.
 
First Contact
· John Gardiner was the first European settler to cross to the South of Birrarung and take the dry ‘kangaroo hunting’ land adjacent to Kooyongkoot.
· Gardiner initially arrived in Melbourne from Sydney late in 1836 with 300 head of cattle and in his search for unclaimed grazing land he ventured upon Kooyongkoot.
· John Gardiner returned to Kooyongkoot from Sydney in April 1837, with his wife, daughter and another 200 head of cattle.
· Gardiner subsequently built a homestead on the south side of Kooyongkoot near the junction of Birrarung and his cattle run extended over most of present-day Hawthorn. 
 
Post-settlement
· Long before Gardiner's arrival, the banks of the Kooyongkoot were a source of vegetation used for food, tools and medicine by the local Aboriginal people. 
· The Wurrundjeri had the knowledge and skills to adapt to their environment which meant they were able to sustain their lifestyle for many thousands of years with minimal impact to the environment.
· However, within 10 years of Gardiner’s arrival the Kooyongkoot’s natural environment became unsustainable due to the grazing of cattle and sheep and the damage caused by their hooves.
· Other settlers had learnt about John Gardiner’s producive grazing land and they quickly followed him south of Birrarung to grab their own piece of Kooyongkoot land.
· At that time (1830s) Kooyongkoot was a significant water course and people had to cross by boat to reach John Gardiner's claimed land. 
· By 1861 two bridges had been built, one at Auburn Road and another at Tooronga Road.
· Three more bridges, at Toorak, Glenferrie and Burke roads, were completed by 1874.
· Easy access to the wetlands to the south of Birrarung and its tributaries such as Kooyongkoot opened up new Government opportunities for land sales.
· By 1882, logging was well underway in the Gardiner Creek valley and by the time of the depression of the 1890s, much of the area had been cleared, mainly for orchards. 
· Tom Roberts camps on the bank of Gardiner’s Creek in 1886 and paints ‘Winter morning after rain, Gardiner's Creek’. Open the attached file to see the painting as it gives you an appreciation of the extent of the land clearance for farming.
· The Gardiner Creek valley today also has little resemblance to the Kooyongkoot valley. The land fill of the wetlands to the south to support settlement significantly changed the water flows.  Channels were built and the natural water from the Dandenongs is passed directly into Port Phillip Bay without nourishing the flora and fauna of the region
· During the 1930s Depression Gardiners Creek was straightened in sections by men on welfare payments.
· Since the building of the South Eastern Freeway in the 1960s Gardiner’s Creek has minimal water flow outside of storm water movement
JOHN GARDINER
· John Gardiner’s accumulated individual wealth from land theft is just one of many examples. From the settlement of Melbourne in 1835 a wealthy business establishment quickly emerged. Land ownership was its foundation and removing the previous occupants of that land was their only obstacle.
· Renaming previously occupied lands in recognition of those who stole the land is a part of colonisation. In addition to the renaming of Kooyongkoot as Gardiner’s Creek, Gardiner's name was also given to Gardiners Creek Road (now Toorak Road), to a locality and railway station and to the original shire which was renamed Malvern in 1878.
· The following timeline for John Gardiner is an example of how quickly the elite graziers of Melbourne could achieve wealth and status on the back of stolen Aboriginal land.
 
	1836
	· takes possession of grazing land at Kooyongkook and runs 300 head of cattle

	1837
	· removes the Wurundjeri from their land, increases his herd to 500 head,
· builds Kooyongkook homestead, settles with wife (Mary Eagle) and only child Anna Maria
· founds the Temperance Society and becomes their first President
· introduces the Congregational Church to Melbourne (together with John Fawkner).

	1838
	· sells his Gardiner Creek grazing property (keeps the Kooyongkoot Homestead),
· builds a town house in Bourke Street as his second residence
· claims 15,000 acres (6,070 ha) of Wurundjeri land at Mooroolbark and establishes a large cattle run of 1,300 head.
· formal layout of Melbourne is completed; buys a corner lot at Elizabeth and Little Collins Streets at Melbourne’s first land sale.

	1840
	· becomes Director of the Union Bank (Melbourne Branch)
· continues to commute b/W Kooyongkook homestead and townhouse
· entry in Mary Eagle’s diary at the time reads ‘John had trouble with the local Aboriginal people spearing his cattle’(!)

	1841
	· appointed Manager of the Port Phillip Bank

	1842
	· member of the ‘Committee for the political separation of the Port Phillip District from New South Wales’

	1853
	· sells Mooroolbark and all his other Melbourne assets
· returns to live in England a rich man without his wife and child

	1863
	· Melbourne wife and child dies
· Marries his cousin Sarah Fletcher and lives in retirement at Royal Leamington Spa for the remaining 15 years of his life.
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ADDITIONAL NOTES: IMPACT OF COLONISATION ON ABORIGINAL VICTORIANS
This week the Victorian Government announced the establishment of the Yoo-rrook Justice Commission to: 
‘investigate both the historical and ongoing injustices committed against Aboriginal Victorians since colonisation by the State and non-State entities, across all areas of social, political and economic life’. 
 
Previously the Victorian Government commenced a process for establishing Treaty with Aboriginal Victorians and Yoo-rrook is seen as an important first step in the process because it reflects the belief that there can be ’no justice without truth’. For the majority of Aboriginal Victorians healing can only begin when true history and its impact is acknowledged.
 
Learning about the Aboriginal cultural and historical significance of the land we ride across each week has given us a small understanding of the impact of colonisation and the hidden truth of European settlement. It is useful to look at why a ‘justice enquiry’ leading to ‘treaty’ is an appropriate and overdue action for the Victorian Government given that Colonisation has impacted negatively on all Aboriginal Australians.
 
ONE CONTINENT – MANY NATIONS – 6 COLONIES
· Upon European arrival Australia was a continent of more than 300 different nations, each with their own language and culture and unique lifestyle that reflected the land where they lived.
· Separate British colonies began at different times in 6 distant locations across a vast continent.
· Australia was not recognised as a nation until 1st January 1901 when the Australian Constitution came into effect. 
· However the impact of colonisation on the 300+ first nations that already existed across the continent began well before.
 
VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT FIRST TO LEGISLATE TO DISPOSSESS FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE FROM THEIR LAND, BREAK UP THEIR FAMILIES AND BAN THEIR LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
· Prior to 1901, each of the six colonies of Australia (New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia & Tasmania) were responsible for creating laws for its people.
· In 1869, the Victorian Government became the FIRST colony to pass laws relating to Aboriginal people.
· The Aboriginal Protection Act 1869 (Vic) allowed the Aboriginal Protectorate Board to regulate Aboriginal people’s employment, marriage, social life, aspects of daily life, and where they lived.
· This law also meant that the Victorian Governor could order the removal of any child from their family to a reformatory or industrial school, a practice that continued until approximately 1970.
· In 1886 the Victorian Government passed the Half Caste Act banning Aboriginal people with mixed heritage from living on Aboriginal missions. It also enabled the forced removal of children from their parents and marked the beginning of the infamous ‘stolen generation’.
· Even when the Federal Constitution came into effect it included two clauses regarding Aboriginal people.
· Section 51 [xxvi] allowed states to retain their power to make laws regarding Aboriginal people. 
· Section 127, stated that Aboriginal (and Torres Strait Islander people) would not be counted in ‘reckoning the numbers of people’.
· The latter decision was made as it was thought that states that were home to large Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander populations would be given an unfair advantage in terms of Federal Government funding and support.
· The population of Aboriginal Australians at the time of permanent European settlement is estimated to between 750, 000 and 1,000,000.
· The distribution was similar to that of the current Australian population, the majority living in the south-east, centred along the Murray River.
· It is estimated that within 30 years of the settlement of Melbourne the population decline of Aboriginal Victorians as a whole was 80%. Only 200 people remained from all five of the nations that formed the once populous Kulin alliance.
· Victoria began as the state with the highest population density of Aboriginal people and managing the number of refugees created by land dispossession and the various frontline wars was a growing financial and organisational headache for the Victorian Government.
· During the 1800s the government had left the cost of looking after Aboriginal refugees to the Churches who in turn made money from hiring them as slaves to local farmers.
· But the mission populations started to grow and in response the Victorian Government passes the 1886 half-caste act.
· In 1916 (15 years after Federation) the Victorian Government, in response to the rising costs of looking after Victoria’s Aboriginal refugees, closes all missions across the state except Lake Tyers in Gippsland. All Victorian Aborigines were required to move and live the remainder of their lives at Lake Tyers.
· The decimated populations from Victoria’s 30+ first nations were forced into a single small location in Gippsland despite having different languages, cultures and land management experience.
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